
“I wrote raps as a teenager,”
said Samantha “Camillion”
Alexander. “I was going through
things with my parents. I just
wrote things down on paper so I
wouldn’t be as frustrated.
Alexander said the late rapper
Tupac was her biggest influence.
“I started writing poetry after
going to the Robin’s Nest last
September,” Alexander said.
“Everyone was encouraging. The
feedback makes you keep coming
back. Even if you don’t like a
poem, you want to see if they [the
audience] do.”

Alexander said she sees much
promise in writing a book about
her early poems. “I’m working on
putting a book out about the
poems that I wrote in the begin-
ning,” she said. “I see growth;
progress. I see poetry as a career,
but I’m just not sure what I’m
going to do with it. I’m going to
school for my Masters in Business
Administration. Alexander already

has a Bachelors degree in
Business Administration with a
focus on accounting. “I’m in the
process of organizing everything.
I’m working on getting everything
copy written. I plan to stop on the
date that I first started coming to
the Robin’s Nest,” she said of the
cut off point for her book. The
book will be titled “Shades of
Camillion.”

Even though she is working
full time and attending the
University of Phoenix, Alexander
plans to keep writing and perform-
ing live. “I want to get away from
reading it,” she said. “I want to
memorize it, and put some emo-
tion behind it like when I was
writing it. I want to do plays. I did
some in high school, but it’s hard
trying to juggle so many sched-
ules. I’m currently editing a story
for a friend. I thought about taking
some creative writing courses, but
I never followed all the way
through.”

Alexander said her versatility,
as a writer, is a positive. “I write
all types of poetry,” she said.
“Mainly love, anger, and spiritual.
My friends are my critics. I’m
looking for opportunities to ghost
write. Over the next year I’m
looking to do volunteer work. My
weekends are open. I’m looking
for a mentor to step up my writing.
I want to become more universal.”

Alexander said she is com-
fortable staying put as long as she
“finds places where I can be cre-
ative.” According to Alexander,
there is no room for passiveness in
the poetry world. “Poetry is my
starting point, because it comes
out naturally. There’s a lot of local
talent here, but no one really sticks
together. It’s hard being a female.

I tried to get into the studio, and
my male friends were like yeah
right. I have to be real aggressive,”
she said. 

Alexander said it is important
to remain focused at all times.”
When I set my mind to do some-
thing, I’m really aggressive,” she
said. “When going into the studio,
people that make the beats aren’t
on a schedule. I’m working with
some local artists. Doing some
collaborations with poetry and
rap.” 

She said it is important for
every poet to be true to oneself.
“Speak from the heart,” said
Alexander to up and coming
poets. “Don’t change your style.
It’s okay to admire someone else’s
style, but stay with your true
form.”

Alexander can be reached at
Sam2179@sbcglobal.net 

This has been your look into
the arts and cultural world of
Cleveland, and I hope that you
have found it informative and
inspiring. Until next time, this has
been your link to Cleveland’s
Underground with “G Styl”. 

If you would like to showcase
your talent or venue in a future
article, please feel free to contact
me at GStyl@GStyl.com or (216)
235-9803.
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The many shades
of ‘Camillion’

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
LUKE EASTER PARK

MUSIC CONCERTMUSIC CONCERT
Music GuestsMusic Guests

IncludeInclude

Leela James
Eric Roberson

Deyampert
Charles Grigsby

Dub Flex
Prayer Warriors

PARK OPENS AT 9 A.M.PARK OPENS AT 9 A.M.
Childrens games at noon.
Music performances begin

at 4 P.M.
Fireworks at 9 P.M.

Don’t forget your picnic
baskets, lawn chairs and

blankets

Presented by Councilman Zack Reed in assosciation with Excursions  / Call & Post Newspaper - media sponsor
OPENS NATIONWIDE SEPTEMBER 3

and

Thursday, September 2, 7:30 PM
at Magic Johnson Theatre

Simply be one of the first 50 readers to stop by
The Call & Post 11800 Shaker Blvd. Cleveland, OH

with this ad and receive a pass for two to attend the advance screening.
One entry per person. While supplies last. No purchase necessary. First-come, first-served.

Rated “PG-13” For Drug Content, Sexual References and Language

INVITE YOU AND A FRIEND TO AN
ADVANCE SCREENING

Camillion

TYMELYNE.COM

A former president of Bad
Boy Records has been charged
with laundering $1 million dollars
in drug money through a bogus
company. 

Kirk Burrowes, who filed a
$25 million dollar lawsuit against
Sean “P. Diddy” Combs last year,
is accused of depositing proceeds
from cocaine sales into the bank
account of a company known as
Gutter Keys. 

The indictment was unsealed
in Manhattan Federal Court last
week. The documents revealed
that Burrowes’ cell phone was
tapped and authorities caught him
talking to a New Jersey man about

using the proceeds to fund the
operation of Gutter Keys. 

In addition to the wiretaps,
the man Burrowes had the conver-
sation with, is now acting as an
informant for the government.
Burrowes is now the president of
another company, Plan B
Entertainment. He is free on a
$250,000 bond and according to
reports, cannot leave his Harlem
residence. 

Burrowes’ attorney
Alexander Eisman told the New
York Daily News that his client
was being framed. 

“The informant in this case is
a person who is facing a very

lengthy jail sentence and appar-
ently sees the fabrication of a case
against my client as a way out of
his own problems,” Eisman said. 

Burrowes’ lawsuit against
Combs claimed that he had been
forced out of his stake in Bad Boy
by bat-wielding thugs. 

His lawsuit also created a
sensation in the Hip-Hop commu-
nity when he claimed that Combs
and a group of men known as the
“The Enterprise” helped orches-
trate the murder of Tupac Shakur
in Las Vegas. Combs vehemently
denied the charges, saying
Burrowes hadn’t worked for Bad
Boy in seven years. 

Former Bad Boy CEO in trouble with law

Spitting is allowed

Swave Gotti hosts Spitboxing every Tuesday night at Club HiFi,
located at 11729 Detroit Ave. (STAFF PHOTO BY GEZUS ZAIRE)
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